
Step 1 - Check if your  pc is setup to work with ACPI. 

Step 4 
Find the Yellow and Black wires. These are the power wires. These 
should be supplied by a constant, always on 12 volts and ground. Yel-
low is +12, and Black is ground or (-). 

1. On a Windows PC, Click on Start, then Open Control 
Panel. Open System. (Or you can press and hold the Win-
dows key and press Pause.) 

2. Click the Hardware tab in the System Properties dialog, 
then click Device Manager. 
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3. Click the Plus next to Com-
puter in the Device Manager 
window. Here it should say 
ACPI Uniprocessor PC. If it 
doesn't, the only way to fix it 
is to reinstall Windows XP. 
You don't have to reformat 
the PC, just start to install Windows XP in the usual fashion, 
then when it prompts you, tell it to repair the windows instal-
lation. To make sure it installs the ACPI Uniprocessor PC 
properly this time, you will need to follow the guide at  
http://carpc.kyferez.com/Products/HowTo/FixACPI.html.  

4. If item 3 is Ok, then Close Device Manager and System 
Properties. Go to the Control Panel as you did above, and this 
time Click on Display. (Or you can 
right-click the desktop and click 
Properties.) Click on the Screen 
Saver Tab. Then Click on Power. 
Now the Power Options Properties 
box appears. Click on Hibernate 
Tab. Make sure Enable Hibernation 
is checked. 

Step 7 - When Using 5V Monitor  
Find the Red and Black wires. These have a white Mo-
lex connector on the end of them. Connect this to a free 
power connector on the power supply in your PC. If 
using a Laptop, you may disable this PC 5V Monitor. 

Step 10 - For  CarPC Pro Only 
Find the Violet and Blue wires on the 6-pin 
cable. These are the temperature sensors. 
Monitor temperatures of anything you like. It is per-
fectly acceptable to use tape (electrical tape is preferred) to secure the 
sensors to the items being monitored. You may wish to adjust the 
Maximum and Minimum temperatures for these sensors. Refer to the 
Configuration Manual for that. They are initially setup to monitor the 
Hard Drive temperature (Violet wires) and the case ambient tempera-
ture (Blue wires). 

5. Now click on the Ad-
vanced Tab. Click the 
down arrow indicated by 
the red arrow. Select either 
Shut down or Hibernate, 
depending on what the 
computer should do when 
the  Power Controller tells 
the PC to shutdown. Note: 
Hibernate usually works 
well on WinXP and 
greatly decreases the boot-
up time, however, some 
USB devices have trouble 
resuming from hibernate, so you may choose Shut down. 

Step 2 
Do not connect the 11-pin, 6-pin, 2-pin 
or any other connectors to the power controller 
until told to do so to prevent damage. Find a safe place to 
mount the Power Controller. It would be a good idea to mount it in-
side a small non metal box, or, find a way to protect the back side of 
the unit from shorting out. The warranty is voided by damage caused 
from improper installation. The Power Controllers are intended to be 
installed inside of or very close to your PC. 

2 Pin 6 Pin 11 Pin 

Step 3 
Find the Blue wire. This line is to connect to a 
switched 12 volt line in your vehicle. This is how 
the unit knows when the vehicle is turned on or not. 
I recommend you solder or use the supplied blue 
vampire to connect to the same line that turns on 
your stereo. Otherwise, you can use a voltmeter to find 
a fuse in the fuse box that is switched by the key. Of-
ten the radio or cigarette lighter fuse is appropriate. If 
using this method, you will need to purchase a fuse tap 
from a local auto parts store. 

Vampire 

Step 9 
Find the Brown wires. These have a 
black 2 pin connector on their end. 
Connect this to the ATX Power con-
nector on your pc’s motherboard. This 
requires removing your car pc’s case 
power switch (Preformed in Step 7) 
and connecting the Power Control-
ler’s line in it’ s place. The pc’s case 
power switch now connects to the 2 
pin header next to the 11-pin connector. Polarity does not matter. 

Step 6 
Find the Orange wire. This line is for turning 
on and off your amplifiers, if you have any. 
To use this feature, connect it to ‘Remote’  on 
your amplifier(s). You may use this to turn 
on and off amplifiers and other audio subsys-
tems that should be isolated from amp 
thump. Do NOT use this to connect the main power wire on your am-
plifiers. 

Amp Remote 

Step 5 
Find the Green wires. These con-
nect to the Inverter switch. These 
are not intended to connect to the 
main power  to the inver ter . Most 
inverters have an On/Off switch. 
These two wires should be con-
nected on the inside of the inverter 
to the two wires on the inverter’s 
On/Off switch. Notice in the pic-
ture the two tabs coming out of the 
switch. The black wires are the 
manufacture’s. Solder  to connect 
the Green wires to the tabs. One 
wire per tab. This allows the original switch to still operate and the 
power controller to turn on the inverter. Also note the wire knot at the 
top left of the image. This is a strain relief (we recommend you do the 
same). Note: Performing this modification will void the warranty on 
your inverter. We are NOT responsible for ANY damages relating to 
these modifications. If you do not feel comfortable performing this 
modification, you may send us your inverter and, for a small fee, we 
will make the modification. 

Knot          Tabs 

Step 8 
On your pc, find the power button. Trace 
those wires to the motherboard. Pull them 
off, noting where they go, and connect them 
to the 2 pin header next to the 11 pin connec-
tor. Polarity does not matter. 

2 Pin Header 

Common Questions 
Problem: How do I change settings? 
Solution: See the Configuration Manual. 
 
Problem: Everything works, except that the PC will randomly cuts 
off, then powers back on instantly. 
Solution: This is usually caused by a loose connection to the in-
verter (Step 5). The vampires may not be small enough to provide a 
secure connection to the inverter switch wires. In this case, you will 
need to solder the wires to the inverter switch tabs as shown in the 
image. This may also be caused by loose connections on the power 
lines to the Power Controller (Step 4), or the Screen Relay (Step 11). 
 
Problem: The inverter and PC turns on fine, but after a minute, the 
PC turns off, then back on again. 
Solution: Check the Molex Connector (Step 7). Usually this is 
caused by a bad connection when the PC 5V Monitor is enabled. 
 
Problem: After running for several minutes, the PC will shutdown. 
Solution: This is usually from extreme temperatures or low voltage 
levels. Please check the LEDs to see if they indicate such a condi-
tion. If not, you may have a loose connection on any of the follow-
ing wires: Blue, Yellow, Black, or Red.  Also, it could be that the 
temperature sensors are enabled, but the temperature sensors are not 
present (the Extreme Temp LED would come on).  
 
Problem: I leave my pc on and use the low voltage sensor to turn 
off the PC when the battery is going dead, but in the morning my 
battery is still dead. 
Solution: The Low Voltage setting set too low. See the Configura-
tion Manual for information on how to change it. 
 
Problem: Everything works great, but my PC doesn’ t survive crank. 
Solution: Many people can solve this by simply using a heavier 
gauge wire from the supply (+12 and ground) to their inverter or 
PSU. The rest will need to invest in the CarPC EZ or Pro Tank Cir-
cuit (The EZ version is expected to be available Feb. 18, 2005, and 
the Pro Tank should arrive in March or April). 
 
For more solutions, please visit us at www.thecarpcstore.com. 

Step 12 
Double check that the Yellow 
and Black wires are properly 
connected. Now you may con-
nect the 11-pin and 6-pin 
black connectors to the Power 
Controller. The LED at the 
bottom left of this image 
should light. If it does not, 
double check the connections. 

L ights 
Power On 
Inverter On 
Amps On 
PC On (Slowly blinks with all off) 
Screen On 
Extreme Temperatures 
Low Voltages 
Configuration Button (See Configuration Manual) 

 

Note: The Extreme Temperature and Low Voltages LEDs turn on if extreme 
temperatures or low voltages exist. 
Note: The Power On LED is a very low current consumption light, and is 
always on when there is power present. 

Step 11 - Optional 
Find the pin headers on the Power Controller.  
NEVER short the Screen Relay pins. 
Do not short Header #1 unless in Config. Mode. 
Use a 2-pin connector wired to a switch (such 
as Radio Shack part # 275-651) that you can 
locate in the front of the car for Headers 4 and 
3. For Header 2, use the same as Header 3 & 4 or/and use a relay controlled 
by the car alarm (if you have one) to short the two pins. Use a 2-pin connector 
wired to a automotive style relay (such as Radio Shack part# 275-226)  for 
Screen Relay Control. See the Chart below for more details and descriptions. 

Pin Headers 

Header #s:  4 3  2 1  Screen Relay 

Header  # Name Descr iption 

4 Temperature 
Ignore 

Allows the PC to turn on even when Extreme Tempera-
tures exist by shorting the pins. 

3 Shutdown to 
Standby 

By shorting these pins, the inverter will be left on so the 
PC can SD to Standby while car voltage isn’ t low. 

2 Valet/Alarm 
Mode 

By shorting these pins, the PC will turn off if on, or not 
turn on if off. 

1 Do Not 
Use 

This is a part of Screen Relay and should NEVER BE 
SHORTED unless in Configuration mode. 

Screen 
Relay 

Screen Power 
Control 

Using an automotive relay, you would connect one pin 
to Relay Pin# 86, and the other pin to Relay Pin# 85. 
Then hook up Relay Pin# 87 to +12v, and Relay Pin# 30 
to the Screen’s +12 power. 

Copyright �  by  
TheCarPCStore.com. 
Do not reproduce 
without written permis-
sion. 


